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Kionne McGhee
Commissioner seeks recognition of impact of South Dade

7KH�SUR¿OH�LV�RQ�3DJH��

3KRWR�E\�0DUOHQH�4XDURQL

Commission looks to divvy up Marlins payout

Pop-ups put
active stores
into Lincoln
By Kylea Henseler

A pop-up plan launched in 
6HSWHPEHU�WR�¿OO�YDFDQW�VSRWV�RQ�
Miami Beach’s Lincoln Road is 
working, as some tenants expand 
leases or move in permanently. 

Last fall the Lincoln Road Busi-
ness Improvement District voted 
to support temporary pop-ups to 
¿OO� YDFDQFLHV��7KH� URDG� LV� QRZ�
71% occupied. Initially, property 
owners offered 90-day leases for 
10% of sales or common area 
maintenance charges plus utilities 
and sales tax. 

Each lease, District Executive 
'LUHFWRU�7LPRWK\�6FKPDQG�VDLG��
is a bit different. Nine businesses, 
he said, are now active, with a 
few including vintage boutique 
Renegade Rustlers, an early 
participant, having extended their 
OHDVHV�� 7R\RWD� DQG� /H[XV� SRS�
ups, he said, have also extended 
their stay, while other pop-ups 
have become permanent.

“Due to the tremendous success 
H[SHULHQFHG�E\�7KH�6DOW\�'RQXW�
during their pop-up on Lincoln 
Road,” Mr. Schmand said, it’s 
³QRZ�D�SHUPDQHQW�¿[WXUH�´�

“Sol and Sorbet,” he continued, 
“which originally took a small 
space on Lincoln Lane, moved 
to a more prominent location 
directly facing Lincoln Road’s 
main pedestrian promenade at 
821 Lincoln Road on Feb. 1.”

“We continue to entertain pop-
up tenancy on Lincoln Road and 
throughout our portfolio as it 
remains in high demand,” said 
6WHSKHQ�%LWWHO��FKDLUPDQ�RI�7HU-
ranova, owner of many proper-
ties on the road. “We wanted to 
provide an opportunity to small 
businesses, restaurateurs and 
artists to locate themselves in a 
bustling and enviable location, 
create increased activity, and 
simultaneously fill vacancies 
created by long-term shutdowns.”

Overall, Mr. Schmand said, the 
program is a success and foot traf-
¿F�LV�EXLOGLQJ��7KH�,PSURYHPHQW�
District last month announced 
¿YH� LQFRPLQJ� WHQDQWV�� KH� VDLG��
including restaurant Pura Vida, 
¿QH� DUW� JDOOHU\� .XVK� )LQH�$UW��
CBD store Alter Native, optom-
etrist Eyes Desire and Kumpan 
Electric.

By Jesse scHecKner

A settlement coming to Miami-Dade from 
the sale of the Miami Marlins may never make 
it into the county general fund as commission-
ers consider circumventing standard budget 
procedures to help their districts directly.
&RPPLVVLRQHUV� LQ� FRPPLWWHH� 7XHVGD\�

advanced a resolution by Kionne McGhee 
calling for equally distributing the county’s 
$4.76 million cut of the $5.5 million settlement 
from the team’s former owners – the City of 
Miami got about $740,000 – among the 13 
FRXQW\�GLVWULFWV��$�¿QDO�YRWH�LV�GXH�$SULO����

If passed, each commissioner could spend 
about $366,385 on covid relief, police, prisons 
and capital projects – construction, property 
purchases, facility improvements, equipment 
DQG� IXUQLWXUH� ±� WKDW� EHQH¿W� WKH� SXEOLF�� WKH�
item said.
7KH�SODQ�UXQV�FRXQWHU�WR�0D\RU�'DQLHOOD�

Levine Cava’s recommendation last month to 
put the money into the general fund to offset 
property tax shortages.

But that’s the idea, Commissioner Raquel 
Regalado said this week. Mr. McGhee’s 
proposal responds to dissatisfactions about 
how the last and current county administra-

tions handled covid relief and Cares Act 
distribution.

A new federal stimulus promising much 
more aid is moving through Congress, she 
said, but many questions remain, including 
how much vaccines are costing the county 
to what funds will be reserved for rent and 
foreclosure relief.

“We need to see how much money is ear-
marked at the federal level, [what] we get 
from Washington and how restrictive those 
IXQGV�DUH�´�VKH�VDLG��³7KHUH¶V�D�ORW�RI�WKLQJV�
in motion, and I think this [item] tries to at 
least put a pin in that [Marlins] money so that 
we can have access to it.”

Sidestepping traditional budgeting could 
set a worrisome precedent, Commissioner 
Danielle Cohen Higgins said, by establishing 
a new funding model in which commissioners 
carve out from various income sources pools 
of money for their districts.

Splitting the money 13 ways, she continued, 
also prevents using it for bigger problems.
³7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�HFRQRPLFDOO\�FKDOOHQJLQJ�

year,” she said. “Where should those funds 
go? Should it go to the general fund? Should it 
go to making sure that employees are not laid 
off, etc., if we are faced with those decisions?”

Jean Monestime said he’d normally oppose 
such a move, and if it were any other source 
of money he would oppose it. In this case, he 
was open to the idea.

“It’s needed one way or the other,” he said. 
³,I�QRW�IURP�WKHVH�IXQGV��ZKHUH"�7KLV�LV�ZKDW�
wasn’t budgeted prior, and I think that’s why 
[Mr. McGhee] feels this is the most appropri-
ate funds to use for that.”

Commissioners technically set Miami-
Dade’s annual budget, Keon Hardemon said, 
but by the time it reaches them to approve the 
county administration has already allocated 
the year’s funding, which makes changing 
allocations arduous.

By taking the unallocated funds before they 
reach the administration and are absorbed into 
the general budget, he said, commissioners 
will eliminate future bureaucratic red tape 
and can help communities now.

“When you have these lump sums of money 
that come in and you have pressing needs 
within your community, this is the best time 
really and truly to address those issues,” he 
said. “I guarantee you that the administration 
ZLOO�¿QG�DQ\�DQG�HYHU\�H[FXVH�WR�XVH�DQ\�ELW�
of money toward something other than what 
you believe is a priority for your community.”

BIG-NAME DEVELOPERS COMPETE TO BUILD FIRST NEW HOTEL AT AIRPORT IN 60 YEARS, PG. 9
HOMESTEAD CYBRARIUM: Homestead next 
week will hold a ribbon cutting to commemorate 
the opening of what the city refers to as “the world’s 
¿UVW�&\EUDULXP�´�D�GLJLWDOO\�GULYHQ�OLEUDU\�ZKRVH�
offerings range from usual fare like books, laptops, 
movies and a theatrical stage to tech and fantasy 
amenities, including virtual reality, 3D printing, 
67($0�NLWV��DQG�D�VWHDPSXQN�WKHPHG�ÀRRU�ZLWK�
an 1896 Chandler and Price letterpress and art. 

7KH�YLUWXDO�ULEERQ�FXWWLQJ�ZLOO�VWUHDP�RQ�)DFHERRN�/LYH�DW�QRRQ�0DUFK�
����FXOPLQDWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�UHDGLQJ�RI�D�¿UVW�HGLWLRQ�FKLOGUHQ¶V�ERRN�LQVSLUHG�
by the Cybrarium, located at 80 Mowry Drive next to Homestead Station, 
MXVW�VWHSV�IURP�WKH�6RXWK�'DGH�7UDQVLWZD\��'RRUV�RSHQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\�DW���
p.m. All Miami-Dade residents are eligible for a free Cybrarium card. A 
temporary card can be obtained. Proof of eligibility must be presented in 
person to obtain a permanent card. Info: cybrarium.org.
EASE E-SIGNING: Miami-Dade will look into standardizing how it 
receives, authenticates and accepts electronic signatures from residents and 
companies that do business with the county, including how to pay for a po-
tential overhaul of its systems to accommodate the changes. Commissioners 
March 2 unanimously OK’d a resolution by Oliver Gilbert III directing 
Mayor Daniella Levine Cava’s administration to study e-signatures and 
authentication methods and, through a report due in 90 days, explain how 
best to use them here more comprehensively and provide a rollout plan and 
SURYLGH�IXQGLQJ�LQ�WKLV�\HDU�RU�QH[W�\HDU¶V�EXGJHW��³7KH�XVH�RI�HOHFWURQLF�
VLJQDWXUHV�«�FDQ�FUHDWH�PRUH� HI¿FLHQF\�DQG� VSHHG� LQ� FRXQW\�EXVLQHVV�
DQG�FDQ�EH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�EHQH¿W�IRU�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�SXEOLF�ZKR�LQWHUDFW�
and do business with Miami-Dade,” the item said, noting that the county 
already uses and accepts e-signatures in some departments. “If the county 
implements the use of electronic signatures in a more comprehensive and 
FRQVLVWHQW�PDQQHU��LW�FRXOG�UHVXOW�LQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�FRXQW\�
HI¿FLHQF\�DQG�FXVWRPHU�VHUYLFH�´
NO HICCUPS: An alcohol “to go” bill motored through a second Senate 
FRPPLWWHH�7XHVGD\�ZLWKRXW�RSSRVLWLRQ��7KH�SURSRVDO�ZRXOG�DOORZ�UHVWDX-
UDQWV�WR�LQFOXGH�DOFRKROLF�GULQNV�RU�ERWWOHV�DV�SDUW�RI�WDNH�KRPH�PHDOV��7KH�
practice was part of an executive order last year by Gov. Ron DeSantis to 
help restaurants that were forced to scale back operations in the early stages 
RI�WKH�&RYLG����SDQGHPLF��7KH�ELOO�ZRXOG�PDNH�WKDW�SUDFWLFH�SHUPDQHQW��
It would cap individual alcohol container sizes at 32 ounces and require 
motorists to place the drinks in locked compartments, vehicle trunks or in 
areas behind the last upright seats in vehicles. 
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County contracts to require iron and steel to be USA made

Beach redevelopment agency boundaries under microscope

Text may herald zoning changeP e o P l e

Miami Today welcomes news of 
job changes, promotions, hiring and 
awards. Please send your submis-
sions to People@Miamitodaynews.
com or mail them to Miami Today, 
2000 S. Dixie Hwy, Suite 105A, 
Miami FL 33133. Be sure to include 
contact information. We will select 
submissions for publication.

To Submit
I n f o r m a t i o n

C. W. ThrockmortonPhilip FreedmanShahrzad Emami

By Kylea Henseler

0LDPL�%HDFK�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�FRQVXOWDQWV�
Monday presented the redevelopment plan 
for North Beach, which must be submitted 
to the county by July, but during a comment 
period residents voiced concerns with the 
boundaries of the newly formed North 
Beach Redevelopment Agency.

The city commission, Economic De-
velopment Director Rickelle Williams 
said, last month created the Community 
Redevelopment Agency. Discussions about 
creating the agency, Miami Today reported, 
EHJDQ�LQ�������DQG�LQ������RI¿FLDOV�DGRSWHG�
a Finding of Necessity and declared that a 
³EOLJKWHG�DUHD´�DV�GH¿QHG�E\�D�VWDWH�VWDWXWH�
exists within the general boundaries of 87th 
Terrace to the north, the Atlantic Ocean to 
the east, 65th Street to the south, and Rue 
Notre Dame to the west. 

The redevelopment plan presented by 
consultants Monday night, Ms. Williams 
said, is a draft that will be referred to the 
commission’s Planning Board this month 

and head to the commission for approval 
around May. The plan, she said, must 
be turned in to the county by July, two 
years after the Finding of Necessity was 
recognized. 

Charita Allen, a consultant from RMA, 
said the area includes a small population 
who are primarily renters with lower than 
average incomes. Real estate, her slideshow 
said, is primarily Class B or C large multi-
family residential buildings, with limited 
workforce/affordable housing available. 
Four core neighborhoods of focus, it said, 
include Town Center, Normandy Isles, 
North Shore and West Lots, and possible 
DUHDV�RI�LPSURYHPHQW�LQFOXGH�EHDXWL¿FD-
tion, infrastructure and climate adaptation.

Adriane Esteban, a consultant with RMA, 
said the plan had six main goals: economic 
development, resiliency and infrastructure, 
cultural arts, branding/marketing and 
communication, neighborhood character, 
quality of life and leveraging resources. 
Her presentation offered suggestions for 
each category. For example, ideas under the 

economic development umbrella include a 
“Shop Local” program and working with 
the city to allow temporary pop-up retail. 

Leveraging resources, she said, will 
include funding the redevelopment agency 
by working with or creating  private-public 
partnerships, grants, bonds, a business 
improvement district and tax increment 
¿QDQFLQJ��

The latter concept, said a slide presented 
by Shaun Bourgeois of Daedalus Con-
sulting, allows a portion of the growth of 
property taxes in a designated area to be 
captured for local use. Under a sample pro-
jected scenario, he said, this could generate 
up to $216 million in 30 years. 

After the presentation, most public com-
ment focused not on the plan but on the 
new agency’s borders. In particular, many 
residents voiced discontent that Park View 
Island had not been included in the district 
despite showing signs of blight.
³7KH�¿QGLQJ�RI�QHFHVVLW\�ZDV�EDVHG�RQ�

WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�EOLJKW�´�VDLG�(ULQ�*DVNLQ��
“and certainly we have blight here.”

“There’s a long laundry list of issues 
here on Park View Island from sea walls 
crumbling to parks full of homeless people 
to parking problems to small crimes, sew-
age and stormwater problems, utility poles 
being shared by everyone, polluted canals 
and parking issues. I could go on forever.”

“It seems to me that only parcels owned 
by certain developers were included or 
certain parcels with the potential for devel-
opment,” said one caller, “versus an actual 
DQG� WUXH�¿QGLQJ�RI� QHFHVVLW\� WKDW�ZRXOG�
EHQH¿W�WKH�HQWLUH�FRPPXQLW\�´

“There have been public meetings around 
WKH�¿QGLQJ�RI�QHFHVVLW\�DQG�WKH�DSSURYDO�
process,” Ms. Williams said, “and we did 
engage a consultant to help prepare that 
¿QGLQJ�RI�QHFHVVLW\��7KH�FLW\�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
is open to discussions about an expansion 
of the CRA boundaries, but at this time we 
are moving forward.”

A similar report detailing necessity, she 
said, would have to be approved by the 
agency board, city commission and Miami-
Dade County to expand the boundaries. 

By Jesse scHecKner

In the not-so-distant future, 
Miami-Dade residents who live in 
or near an area whose zoning could 
change may learn of a hearing on 
the matter by text or other modern 
communication.

Whether that should be done is 
the subject of a study that staffers 
have been tasked with through a 
UHVROXWLRQ�E\�2OLYHU�*LOEHUW�,,,�WKDW�
passed unanimously and without 
comment this month.

A report is due Aug. 29. At 
minimum, the report should ex-
amine geolocation text messaging 
– technology that sends messages to 
devices within a given geographic 
area – as a way to notify the public 
of zoning hearings.

The report, the resolution said, 
should also explain how hard it 
would be for Miami-Dade to get the 
technology, the difference in cost 
from current practices, recommen-
dations, and a proposed rollout plan.

“While the dissemination of 
notice through the mail, newspa-
pers and postings at properties is 
effective, the affected public may 
be better reached through modern 

technologies that ordinary people 
use for everyday communication, 
such as the internet and cell phones,” 
the item said, noting that advertis-
ers now use geotargeting “to better 
communicate with their intended 
audiences.”
0U�� *LOEHUW� FLWHG� WKH� ORFDWLRQ�

based text notices late last year 
during a discussion of cost-cutting 
changes to Miami-Dade’s advance 
notice policies for public hearings 
on zoning actions.

While those changes, which 
passed in January, included a 
requirement that Miami-Dade by 
April 30 “provide a method for the 
public to subscribe to receive elec-
tronic updates [on] the status of each 
>]RQLQJ@�DSSOLFDWLRQ�´�0U��*LOEHUW�
said the county should do more.

“I just don’t think we need to 
maintain antiquated ways of in-
forming [the public] just because 
this is how it’s always been done,” 
he said. “You have technology now 
that, if you drive through a certain 
area and are connected to Wi-Fi, 
it comes in and they’ll send you a 
text. We use that for advertising. We 
could use that for notice require-
ments too.”

By Jesse scHecKner

In the same vein as an 88-year-
old federal procurement law, 
Miami-Dade will now require 
future county infrastructure con-
tracts calling for the use of iron 
and steel products to demand that 
the materials be domestically 
sourced.

Commissioners voted unani-
mously last week to create the 
“Buy American Iron and Steel 
Procurement Program,” a new 
ordinance setting guidelines and a 
list of iron and steel products that 
but for a few exceptions must be 
made in the United States.

Those materials include, but are 
not limited to, “lined or unlined 
SLSHV�DQG�¿WWLQJV��EDUV�DQG�URGV��
wire, wire ropes and link chains, 
forging, manhole covers and other 
FDVWLQJV��K\GUDQWV��WDQNV��ÀDQJHV��
pipe clamps and restraints, valves, 
structural steel, materials made 
primarily of iron and steel within 

Realtors association 
names chief counsel 

Shahrzad Emami has been 
named as Miami Association 
of Realtors’ chief legal counsel. 

Previously, she was the direc-
tor of affordable housing and 
community development at 
/HJDO�6HUYLFHV�RI�*UHDWHU�0LDPL�
Inc., a nonprofit law firm serv-
ing low-income individuals and 
qualifying nonprofits and small 
businesses engaged in economic 
development activities. 

Ms. Emani graduated magna 
cum laude from Vanderbilt 
University, where she studied 
communications and theater 
arts, and from the University 
of Miami School of Law, where 
she received her JD and LL.M. 
in real property development.

Beach Ritz-Carlton
names sales director

The Ritz-Carlton Residences, 
Miami Beach has appointed 
Philip Freedman executive 
director of sales for the hotel’s 
The Villa Collection. 

‘The administration 
unfortunately didn’t fol-
low through on any of 
this, like they hardly ever 
do. Hopefully, it will be 
different with our new 
mayor.’

Joe Martinez

precast concrete, and other con-
struction materials made primarily 
of iron and steel.”

The change will probably cost 
the county more money, Miami-
'DGH�&KLHI�)LQDQFLDO�2I¿FHU�(G�
Marquez told Mayor Daniella 
Levine Cava in a March 2 memo, 
“as vendors will most likely pass 
any additional expense to the 
county by including any additional 
cost in newly established contracts 
impacted by this change.”

Still, he said in another memo to 
WKH�PD\RU��³VRFLDO�EHQH¿WV�ZRXOG�
follow, [including] the improved 
VWDQGLQJ�RI�PDQ\�$PHULFDQ�¿UPV�
engaged in the business of iron 
and steel products, an increase 
in the number of associated jobs 
in this country and support of the 
economy.”

Commissioner Joe Martinez, 
who sponsored the ordinance, 
said he took a cue from the Buy 
American Act of 1933, which 
requires the US government to 

prefer purchasing American made 
for procurements and in some 

SURJUDPV�WKDW�XVH�IHGHUDO�¿QDQFLDO�
assistance.

Like its federal precursor, the 
local “Buy American Iron and 
Steel” program can be waived 
at the mayor’s recommendation 
and approval by the Miami-Dade 
Commission. It also wouldn’t ap-
ply if enough domestic materials 
aren’t available for the project or if 
buying American would increase 
a project’s cost by 20% or more.

“It’s a patriotic way to take care 
of your own backyard,” he told 
Miami Today. “The groundwork 
had already been laid out, so I felt 
good about this item. I hope we 
protect our people, our own jobs, 
and we can make us better.”

The change isn’t without local 
precedent. In July 2009, commis-
sioners OK’d a resolution by Mr. 
Martinez directing then-Mayor 
Carlos Alvarez’s administration 
to study the feasibility of a volun-
tary program in which businesses 
could place a “Made in Miami-

Dade” sticker on their packaging 
to certify that their goods were 
produced here. Staff delivered a 
report in early 2010.

But little else came until 2016, 
when commissioners directed 
0D\RU�&DUORV�*LPpQH]¶V�DGPLQ-
istration to study creating a “Made 
in Miami” program through a res-
olution by Javier Souto, a sponsor 
of Mr. Martinez’s original item.

“Like so many things, we ap-
proved it and forgot it,” Mr. Souto 
said at the time.
2Q�2FW������������0U��*LPp-

QH]¶V�RI¿FH�GHOLYHUHG�D�UHSRUW�WKDW��
in short, recommended against 
create the program, citing limited 
funds and “a substantial amount of 
resources” that would be needed 
to manage it.

“The administration [then] un-
fortunately didn’t follow through 
on any of that, like they hardly ever 
do,” Mr. Martinez said. “Hope-
fully, it will be different with our 
new mayor.”

Mr. Freedman has led the sales 
at The Ritz-Carlton Residences, 
Miami Beach since December 
2019. when Jay Philip Parker, 
CEO of Douglas Elliman South 

Florida, appointed him to over-
see the property’s sales and 
marketing initiatives. 

Carlton Fields
names shareholder

Carlton Fields has named 
Charles W. Throckmorton a 
shareholder at its Miami office. 

Mr. Throckmorton has repre-
sented financial institutions in 
lender liability and commercial 
foreclosure actions and has 
defended corporate clients in 
class actions. He earned his J.D. 
from the University of Virginia 
School of Law and his B.A. from 
Duke University.
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Commercial 2IILFH�6SDFH�
	�5HVLGHQWLDO�5HDO�(VWDWH

Known names seek to build first hotel at airport in 60 years

Residential market surges in unprecedented buying frenzy

7-acre Plaza Coral Gables
VSULQWV�WR������¿QLVK�OLQH

�����PLOOLRQ�3OD]D�&RUDO�*DEOHV�IHDWXUHV�RI¿FH�VSDFH��/RHZV�+RWHO��DSDUWPHQWV�DQG�UHWDLO�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�

By Jesse scheckner

7KUHH�¿UPV�DUH�RQ�D� VKRUWOLVW� WR�EXLOG�
WKH�¿UVW�QHZ�KRWHO�DW�0LDPL�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
$LUSRUW��0,$��LQ�PRUH�WKDQ�VL[�GHFDGHV��DQG�
WKH\�IHDWXUH�QDPHV�NQRZQ�WR�WKH�0LDPL�
Dade development community.
7KH�¿UPV�ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�RQHV�WR�UHVSRQG�

WR�D�ELG�UHTXHVW�WKH�FRXQW\�LVVXHG�LQ�2FWREHU��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�5LWD�6LOYD��GLYLVLRQ�GLUHFWRU�RI�
SURFXUHPHQW�IRU�0LDPL�'DGH�,QWHUQDO�6HU-
YLFHV��(DFK�TXDOL¿HG�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW�LQ�WKH�
¿UVW�RI�WZR�SURFXUHPHQW�SKDVHV��VKH�VDLG�

“The county is working toward issuing 
WKH�SKDVH���SURFXUHPHQW�>QRZ@�´�VKH�WROG�
0LDPL�7RGD\�E\�HPDLO�
$OO� WKUHH� ¿UPV� KDYH� ORFDO� WLHV�� 7KH\�

include:
Ŷ)'5�0LDPL�+RWHO�//&��ZKRVH�¿OLQJ�

ZLWK�WKH�)ORULGD�'LYLVLRQ�RI�&RUSRUDWLRQV�
lists the New York address of global real 
HVWDWH�GHYHORSHU�7KH�5HODWHG�&RPSDQLHV��
IRXQGHG�DQG�OHG�E\�0LDPL�'ROSKLQV�RZQHU�

Stephen Ross.
Ŷ0DLQVDLO� 'HYHORSPHQW� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�

//&��D�VXEVLGLDU\�RI�7DPSD�EDVHG�KRWHO�
EXLOGHU�DQG�RSHUDWRU�0DLQVDLO�/RGJLQJ�DQG�
'HYHORSPHQW��ZKRVH�0LDPL�ERUQ�IRXQGHU�
DQG� SUHVLGHQW�� -RH� &ROOLHU�� SUHYLRXVO\�
ZRUNHG�IRU�0DUULRWW�
Ŷ3DUPFR� $LUSRUW� +RVSLWDOLW\� //&�� D�

company owned by investor-developer 
Darryl Parmenter and real estate economic 
DGYLVRU�3DXO�/DPEHUW�WKDW�KROGV�FRQWUROOLQJ�
interest in hotel designs from a now-defunct 
�����PLOOLRQ�0,$�GHYHORSPHQW�SODQ�FDOOHG�
Airport City.
7KH�0LDPL�'DGH�&RPPLVVLRQ�LQ�0D\�

ODVW� \HDU� GLUHFWHG� IRUPHU� 0D\RU� &DUORV�
Giménez’s administration to start what 
ZDV�WR�EH�D�WKUHH�PRQWK�ELG�VROLFLWDWLRQ��
followed by a 30-day review to conclude 
in September and a planned contract award 
in November.
)RUPHU�&RPPLVVLRQHU�(VWHEDQ�³6WHYH´�

Bovo led talks of building up to two new 

KRWHOV�DV�SDUW�RI�0,$¶V����\HDU������ELO-
OLRQ�RYHUKDXO��ZKLFK�WKH�ERDUG�DSSURYHG�
in 2019.

“The class of ’20 would like to see some-
WKLQJ�GRQH�´�KH�VDLG�DW�WKH�WLPH�
0U��%RYR�KDG�LQLWLDOO\�EDFNHG�D�UHVROX-

tion that would have told staff to enter 
H[FOXVLYH�WDONV�ZLWK�3DUPFR��ZKRVH�SULQ-
FLSDO��0U��/DPEHUW��ZDV�SDUW�RI�WKH������
team that worked on Airport City’s hotel 
SLHFH��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�KDYH�ULVHQ�HDVW�RI�WKH�
DLUSRUW¶V�'ROSKLQ�*DUDJH��ZKHUH�WKH�QHZ�
hotel is to go now.
8VLQJ� WKRVH� SULRU� GHVLJQV�� 0U�� %RYR�

DUJXHG�HDUOLHU��FRXOG�KHOS�VSHHG�GHYHORS-
PHQW�DQG�VDYH�PRQH\��%XW�XSRQ�FRQ¿UPLQJ�
that Parmco’s agreement rights with the 
FRXQW\�ZHUHQ¶W�FRPSHWLWLYHO\�REWDLQHG��KH�
amended his item to call for a new request 
for proposals to which Parmco could still 
apply.
:KLOH�FRPPLVVLRQHUV�-RVH�³3HSH´�'LD]��

6DOO\� +H\PDQ�� 5HEHFD� 6RVD� DQG� -DYLHU�

6RXWR�EDFNHG�0U��%RYR¶V�LWHP��DV�GLG�IRU-
mer commissioners Audrey Edmonson and 
'HQQLV�0RVV��RWKHUV�OLNH�(LOHHQ�+LJJLQV�
warned against acting hastily.

The directive nonetheless passed 12-0 on 
0D\����������±�-RH�0DUWLQH]�ZDV�DEVHQW�
±�DQG�LQFOXGHG�D�UHTXLUHPHQW�WKDW�DOO�SUR-
SRVDOV�IHDWXUH�FRQYHQWLRQ�FHQWHU��PHHWLQJ�
room and trade show space.

That all makes perfect sense in a 
SUH�&RYLG� ZRUOG�� ZKHUH� KRVSLWDOLW\� DQG�
business dealings were predictable and 
GHSHQGDEOH��0U��*LPpQH]� VDLG��%XW�GXU-
LQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF�DQG�DIWHU��DV�FRPSDQLHV�
ZHLJK�SULFH�DLU�WUDYHO�H[SHQVHV�DJDLQVW�D�
=RRP�VXEVFULSWLRQ��D�UHWXUQ�WR�ROG�SUDFWLFHV�
LV�XQOLNHO\��KH�VDLG�

“There’s going to be a decrease in busi-
QHVV�WUDYHO��PDUN�P\�ZRUGV��DV�FRPSDQLHV�
¿JXUH�RXW�LW¶V�D�KHFN�RI�D�ORW�OHVV�H[SHQVLYH�WR�
do [business remotely] than send someone 
WR�0LDPL�´�KH�VDLG��³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�D�
KRWHO�VKRXOG�EH�LQ�D�SRVW�&RYLG����ZRUOG�´

By ABrAhAm GAlvAn

Despite hurdles and challenges 
SUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�SDQGHPLF��FRQ-
struction at The Plaza Coral Ga-
bles remains on schedule to meet 
its August 2022 completion goal. 
'HYHORSHG�E\�$JDYH�+ROGLQJV�

//&�� WKH� ����� PLOOLRQ�� ��DFUH�
SOD]D� DW� ����� 3RQFH� 'H� /HRQ�
Blvd. will feature more than 
�������� VTXDUH� IHHW� RI� /(('�
�/HDGHUVKLS�LQ�(QHUJ\�DQG�(QYL-
URQPHQWDO�'HVLJQ��FHUWL¿HG�RI¿FH�
VSDFH��D�����URRP�/RHZV�+RWHO�
complete with conference facili-
WLHV��WZR�EDOOURRPV�DQG�D�¿WQHVV�
center; residential apartments; and 
��������VTXDUH�IHHW�RI�UHWDLO��IRRG�
and entertainment space.
7KH� UHVLGHQWLDO� EXLOGLQJ�� 7KH�

Reserve at The Plaza at 122 Se-
YLOOD�$YH���LV�QRZ�KRPH�WR�DERXW�
30 families. The North Tower 
RI¿FH� EXLOGLQJ�� ZKLFK� LV� IXOO\�
RSHUDWLRQDO��KDV�QRZ�EHFRPH�WKH�
QHZ�KHDGTXDUWHUV�IRU�$JDYH�+ROG-
LQJV�� DORQJ� ZLWK� VHYHUDO� RWKHU�
RI¿FH�WHQDQWV�VWDUWLQJ�RQ�LQWHULRU�
LPSURYHPHQWV��2Q�WKH�UHWDLO�VLGH��
tenants are in the planning and 
SHUPLWWLQJ�SURFHVV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�

By kyleA henseler

,Q�-DQXDU\�ORFDO�H[SHUWV�SUHGLFWHG�D�UHFRUG�
\HDU�IRU�UHVLGHQWLDO�UHDOW\��DQG�WKUHH�PRQWKV�
in they say the action hasn’t slowed. 
0LNH�3DSSDV��SUHVLGHQW�DQG�&(2�RI�7KH�

.H\HV� &R��� WROG� 0LDPL� 7RGD\� WKHQ� WKDW�
realtors may close 3%-5% more sales this 
year than last. 
³,¶YH�EHHQ�SUDFWLFLQJ�UHDO�HVWDWH�ODZ�IRU�

���\HDUV�DQG�,¶YH�QHYHU�VHHQ�WKH�PDUNHW�OLNH�
WKLV�´�VDLG�7KRPDV�5LQJHO��IRXQGLQJ�SDUWQHU�
DW�0DUNRZLW]� 5LQJHO�7UXVW\� DQG�+DUWRJ��
The market right now is a surging sellers’ 
PDUNHW��KH�VDLG��DQG�WKHUH¶V�QR�HQG�LQ�VLJKW�

“Anything priced halfway decently is 
KDYLQJ�PXOWLSOH�RIIHUV�´�VDLG�-XG\�=HGHU��D�
sales associate with the Coldwell Banker-
DI¿OLDWHG�-LOOV�=HGHU�*URXS��+RPH�SULFHV�
DFURVV� WKH� PDUNHW�� VKH� VDLG�� KDYH� ULVHQ�
10%-30%.
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 0LDPL� 5HDOWRUV�� VDOHV�

FORVHG�LQ�0LDPL�'DGH�IRU�����VLQJOH�IDPLO\�
KRPHV�DQG�������FRQGRV�DQG�WRZQKRPHV�
LQ�-DQXDU\�±�XS������DQG�������IURP�ODVW�
\HDU�� UHVSHFWLYHO\��7KH�PHGLDQ� VDOH�SULFH�
IRU�VLQJOH�IDPLO\�KRPHV�ZDV�����������D�
������\HDU�RYHU�\HDU� LQFUHDVH��ZKLOH� WKH�
median price for townhomes and condos 
ZDV�����������D�������LQFUHDVH��

“The condo market that was depressed 
SUH�FRYLG�KDV�VWDELOL]HG�´�VDLG�0V��=HGHU��
noting that these properties too are starting 
to see price increases and multiple bids. 
0RUWJDJH�UDWHV�KDYH�VWDUWHG�FUHHSLQJ�XS�

E\�IUDFWLRQV�RI�D�SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQW��0U��5LQJHO�
VDLG��EXW�WKH\�DUH�VWLOO�KLVWRULFDOO\�ORZ��$F-
FRUGLQJ�WR�)UHGGLH�0DF��WKH�DYHUDJH�LQWHUHVW�
UDWH�IRU�D����\HDU�¿[HG�UDWH�PRUWJDJH�ZDV�
������DV�RI�0DUFK���±�XS�IURP�D�ORZ�RI�
������RQ�-DQ�����(YHQ�EX\HUV�ZKR�ZRXOG�
W\SLFDOO\�SD\�FDVK��0V��=HGHU�VDLG��DUH�ERU-
rowing because of the low rates.
,QYHQWRU\�� VKH� VDLG�� LV� ORZ� DFURVV� WKH�

FRXQW\��ZLWK�PDQ\�EX\HUV�DEDQGRQLQJ�WKHLU�

preferences for neighborhood or style in 
RUGHU�WR�PRYH�WR�0LDPL��%X\HUV��VKH�VDLG��
might look for homes in areas ranging from 
&RFRQXW�*URYH�WR�0LDPL�%HDFK�WR�3LQHFUHVW��
where in the past they may have focused on 
MXVW�RQH�QHLJKERUKRRG��3UHIHUHQFHV�LQ�KRPH�
VW\OH�VXFK�DV�PRGHUQ�YHUVXV�WUDGLWLRQDO��VKH�
VDLG��DUH�DOVR�WDNLQJ�D�EDFN�VHDW��
3LQHFUHVW��&RUDO�*DEOHV�DQG�0LDPL�%HDFK��

0U�� 5LQJHO� VDLG�� DUH� HVSHFLDOO\� KRW� ZLWK�
EX\HUV�FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�1RUWKHDVW��%XW��KH�
VDLG��DQ\�QHLJKERUKRRG�FRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�
hot in this market. 
³%X\HUV�KDYH�WR�EH�SUHSDUHG�´�KH�VDLG��³LI�

WKH\�VHH�D�KRXVH�WKH\�OLNH��WR�VLJQ�D�FRQWUDFW�´

D�)HE����UHSRUW�IURP�$JDYH��
“We are working with 14 or 15 

GLIIHUHQW�UHVWDXUDQW�FRQFHSWV�¿UVW�
DQG�WKH�UHVW�ZLOO�IDOO�LQ�SODFH�´�VDLG�
0LFKDHO�)LQNOH��.RQLYHU�6WHUQ¶V�
managing director and head of 
retail space leasing. “We have a 
SUHWW\�H[FLWLQJ�OLQHXS�DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�
put a good spectrum of moderate 
to upper-moderate priced restau-
rants because Coral Gables is a 
IDPLO\�RULHQWHG�PDUNHW�� DQG�ZH�
want to make sure it’s affordable 
DQG�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�WKRVH�IDPLOLHV�´
6WLOO�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�VWDJHV��RQH�RI�

those concepts that has already 
signed on is dining and entertain-
PHQW�YHQXH�3LQVWULSHV��ZKLFK�LV�
WR�RFFXS\��������VTXDUH�IHHW�RI�
the Plaza across two levels and 
IHDWXUHV� D� ELVWUR�� ERFFH� FRXUWV�
DQG�ERZOLQJ�ODQHV��)RJR�GH�&KmR�
steakhouse also plans to open 
D�ÀDJVKLS� ORFDWLRQ�DW� WKH�3OD]D��
which will include a butchery 
and cigar bar.

Retail leasing is at 30% capacity 
with more announcements com-
LQJ�LQ�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�PRQWKV��0U��
)LQNOH�VDLG��

Already leased at around 40% 
FDSDFLW\��PDMRU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�KDYH�

VLJQHG� RI¿FH� VSDFH� DJUHHPHQWV�
DW� WKH�1RUWK�DQG�6RXWK�7RZHUV��
LQFOXGH�%$&�)ORULGD�%DQN��$3,�
:RUOGZLGH�� +�,�*�� &DSLWDO� DQG�
31&� %DQN�� VDLG� 7HUH� %ODQFD��
IRXQGHU�� FKDLUPDQ� DQG� &(2� RI�
Blanca Commercial Real Estate 
DQG�KHDG�RI�RI¿FH�VSDFH�OHDVLQJ��

Agave is really partnering with 
WHQDQWV�E\�FUHDWLQJ�KLJK�TXDOLW\��
¿UVW�UDWH� ¿QLVKHV� DQG� GHYHORS-
PHQWV��ZLWK� HQG�WR�HQG�FRYHUHG�
RXWGRRU� DUHDV��PRUH� WKDQ� ������
SDUNLQJ�VSDFHV��DQG�VWUHHWVFDSLQJ�
and lighting installations from 
0LUDFOH� 0LOH� WR� WKH� 3OD]D�� 0U��

)LQNOH�DGGHG�
“The Plaza is part of Coral 

Gables’ core with tremendous 
DQG�IDQWDVWLF�DFWLYLWLHV��EHDXWLIXO�
landscape environment and water 
features that will really connect 
ZLWK�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�´�0V��%ODQFD�
said.


